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Pool Owners: Attend to Electrical Safety


Everyone knows water and electricity don't mix but pool owners have a particular reason to be concerned.


In North Carolina, a 17-year-old lifeguard drowned in 2016 when a faulty grounding wire electrified a pool. The wiring had not been inspected for years.


Built-in pool lights, pumps and wiring are engineered to guard against electrification of water. But these elements always require inspection and maintenance.


Pool owners routinely have the local pool company replace and service pool lights, but it isn't enough. Pool technicians might know how to work on electrical equipment but they are rarely certified electricians. Pool owners should hire a certified electrician to inspect the electrical systems on a routine basis, according to University of Alabama at Birmingham's Advanced Safety and Engineering Management.


An energized body of water can cause anything from tingling of the skin to paralysis, cardiac arrest and electrocution. The extent of injuries depends on the level of current going through the water.





Wireless Pacemakers Improve Quality of Life











Pacemakers have been an important part of the medical scene for decades and, according to Engadget, they could be getting an overdue upgrade in the near future. Traditional pacemakers are implanted into a patient's chest with wires leading from the battery-powered device into the heart itself. Although they are remarkably effective, patients often require minor surgery at certain points to replace wires and batteries as they degrade and pose an increased risk of infections and bleeding.


A new technology could allow the pacemaker to be powered by microwaves sent to the device from an external battery pack. In this way, one or several pacemakers can be implanted directly into the heart and would likely last much longer and cause fewer issues for the patient.  Having multiple devices also means that patients with more severe conditions will be eligible for the procedure.





Roomba For The Garden


For anyone that faces the constant aggravation of having to weed the garden all summer long, there might be some relief coming in the form of a little weeding robot called Tertill.


According to Engadget, the makers of the popular automatic vacuum cleaner Roomba have been working on the product and started a Kickstarter campaign in June to fund their efforts.


The machine is solar-powered, waterproof, and uses sensors to identify weeds and chop them down with a little cutter. The kit comes with little collars that alert the Tertill to stay away from and protect actual plants and vegetables. Although most people would typically pull a weed up by its roots, this device plans to chop down the weeds repeatedly until they wither and die. It has some limitations and special requirements to work most effectively, but tending a garden might one day become as easy as watching the plants grow.
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The Transportation Security Administration


Wants More Customers for PreCheck


Currently, 598,184 people are enrolled in the TSA's PreCheck program, but more than 1.3 million have PreCheck clearance through Global Entry, the Customs and Border Protection trusted traveler program. 


TSA wants more of those with PreCheck clearance to join the program so their airport lines are fully used. Otherwise, officers just stand and wait. 


Because there aren't enough PreCheck customers, passengers considered low risk are sent into PreCheck lines, hoping the expedited screening will prompt them to pay the $85 application fee to enroll for five years. 


The agency is hiring private contractors to launch a massive sign-up effort to recruit and screen millions of people into trusted-traveler programs.


For many frequent travelers, PreCheck has been a godsend, enabling them to routinely breeze through security with little hassle. Their shoes stay on and their laptops stay packed. 























A Free Monthly Newsletter from Your Friends at…








We hope you enjoy this month’s newsletter.  It is a great time to spend with your family!





We are looking forward to serving you in any way we can.





All our best,


Shannon Russell








